climate change. Being closest to the action local governments can provide effective leadership for their citizens because they have the opportunity to catalyse and sustain the behavioural change at individual and community levels necessary for building a more resilient community.
Climate change refers to changes in average climatic conditions. It is caused by natural processes -including solar activity, volcanic eruptions, and cyclic changes of the Earth's orbit -and human activities, most notably those that release greenhouse gases (e.g. burning fossil fuel) and those that change the land cover (e.g. destroying ecosystems like forests and wetlands that have the capacity to remove greenhouse gases from the atmosphere). In this context, they are a vital and influential source of information to the central government on largescale climate change interventions.
Actions for Local Governments
The first step local governments must take to address climate change is to make it an urgent issue for their 
Investing in social capital
The importance of addressing and planning for climate change, as an ongoing process, is often underestimated. Given the likelihood of scarce resources, including time, local governments often focus on what needs to be done at any given time.
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Stakeholder Engagement for Climate Scenarios
Climate change is a major concern in Namibia.
Although Namibia's greenhouse gas emission is negligible, the impact of climate change is farreaching, especially through increasing water shortages, desertification, and sea level rise. 
Developing local adaptation plans
A local adaptation plan is the basis of effective and cost-efficient implementation of social, environmental and economic priority actions.The plan should ideally cover all services offered by the local government.
Climate change preparedness is only effective if it is integrated into existing local development plans. The following approaches may be considered in identifying and prioritising options:
• Disaster preparedness is a significant driver for planned adaptation. Local authorities play an important role as they have the best understanding of local risks and vulnerabilities; and they are capable of mobilising fast, targeted aid distribution, which is a low-cost but high-return way of strengthening local disaster management and preparedness.
• Disaster preparedness contributes to adaptive capacity. Investing in public infrastructure (roads, bridges) and housing helps communities become robust enough to withstand the worst climate scenarios and protects valuable assets.
• 
Mitigation and adaptation
In tackling climate change it is necessary to take an This plan includes upgraded sea walls, a freshwater collecting and storage system, and a solid waste and waste-water management system. It also introduces solar energy to supplement expensive and polluting diesel generated electricity and reviews the efficiency of several government-owned corporations.
Although the process resulted in a national plan, given the population size Tuvalu's comprehensive and participatory approach could also inspire local adaptation plans. adaptation requires increasing investment into local infrastructure and local people in order to cope with and take opportunities of local changes. 
